e S

DS IRS
A

oved For Relelse 2004/01/15 CIA-RDP79R00890A00(0 300020025{

B R e %s P

A,

DIA and DOS rewew(s)
completed.

NSC BRIEFING . 6 May 1954
{INDQCHINA MILITARY SITUATION

I. Third phase Viet Minh Assaults Dien
Bien Phu bagan night 1~ 2 !ay

10 to 12 battnlions hit.Frenéh
positions main coiplex-and_r
Isabelle, | ;
Ovarwheluéd six positions. :
Altogether Eliane Haut 3

Eliane Bas 1 and 2, Huguette

4 nnd 5, nnd Isnbelle 5 vere”""

lost.‘i , e
French counterattacked At end
2 Hay, had retaken Eliane Bas 2
Huguette 4 and Isnbelle 5.

Isahelle 5, however totally

:dgstroyed. Only listening
posts could be-establishedi,
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F. Lull in activity followed but
assaults began again qn night
3-4 Nay. N
‘ig’, o 7. 1. PYour enemy battalions

" retook nuguetté 4.

II. Intensity fight illustrated by
. altntltiea. :
,*F 'rrench losses up to two  .
buttalion;. |
- . l; ?rénci e#tinnte'half #tt;cklng
| onely farca becu-e casualties

”(nbomt 6, ooo)

;RiiiQ? ?;§§ Iinh ﬂco- still deter-ined take

Aféﬁii ?ronch suy eneny still moving 7
J‘breplacenents Dien Bien Phu --
us lmny as 16, 000 raw recruits.
lany, however, won't arrive
for. sevoral weeks.
vB-_.Enely supplies probably adequate
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“.IV._ Franch hava tauch-und-go supply”" e

aitu&tion, understrangth units

- ’5;" 'a:tker and constuntly dvin iinE/fL

‘“Ef;;grop ;rea llkes snPPIY'un

S Q"“’1ﬁdi¢tuble- On 2 May, Fremch

 aropped 130 tons; 40 percent +

.  ,1oat¢ _ o
JZBﬂf 8ook ?nlue French gnrrison 11
: _:bnttalions, but each dovn frou =
 norna1 800 strength to betveen
200 and 309. E!tective strength j
" no. nore than 3 500, conpared -

'1th 14,000 on 13 l;rqh.
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Appi ved:l;'or :

Fronch now rointorcing tith 2 W , ?

*?ﬁ?roacm pirltr°°9 b“tt‘lion’ 109

: impm nin positions nig‘ht z-s

,i~ﬂ"' 1nothar 128 next night
,i ﬁnrr1ﬁon raportad exhausted

,,§ ha*&vwr.
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;ﬁfB;, French already sorely pressed
| lby intiltrnted eneny, must keep
linited nobile raserves hcpping.
Viet linh ‘may nov huve capability
.,_pernanently cutting Hanoi—

'fﬁaiphong,communicatipns,ffffmm;ﬁ';u
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iﬁnai prospect this- u!tar Dien

P&n enemy can iu severnl B %
ﬁ%ﬁkl rcintorce delta area
*ﬁtﬁilx, rrsnch 1111 find deltu

‘infarcenent more difttcult

“!pantiue, enely strengthens
;held»daltn popullce, expands
;,bnaem there.} Gets ready far

7%13 push in fall, perhaps soonerrw,J
’f{opiniun U.S. Consul Stur- just

»‘raturned Hanoi)
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ViI. In other Inﬁﬂchina uroas‘*ﬁl*a:tion o

chunged littla past waak

;fA.’ Can?ral Lmﬁﬁ,'?&@t ﬁinh av&t&ing

'19fuujor engugdﬁénts. 

_ B.hvﬂoutherﬂ L&ﬂﬂ @aﬁ aartkaxa

;,';‘cnlbOdi‘: four Viet linh

/'-E:ngttqliohszcoilacting toa& “"777

. organizing bnaa)vprepa'

;f:fpossibie fﬁrta@? ndvansa'*

southward

¢. }Asaiaiant nwmy attaché Saigon, e
'f’ttter trip Cnnbodia Iast week,
conz&dered‘five Canbodinn |

| battalions 1nvnsion"ir>mbx

ude%ﬁate to meet threat and

:r&y ander nomp@tamt cantroi

de!ease uinistar.'

olnos o
¥
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1. Howover, he criticipmd

3 of‘ficérﬂ .
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